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the other way. The Civil Administration was pro-
ceeding normally, public security was maintained, and
Egypt had raised no formal objection to accepting the
responsibilities which association with the cause of
the Allies imposed upon her. In short, Great Britain
had gained her end. To frighten Egyptians by some
ill-advised and untimely war measure into a different
attitude of mind courted the risk of producing open
disaffection. Thus did the small minority of well-
wishers towards Great Britain argue.
But His Majesty's Government perceived on the
horizon various factors which presently would produce
a radical change of relations between the Occupy-
ing Power and Egypt. Not only was Turkey about
to declare war upon Great Britain, but her military
advisers had avowed their intention to strike at the
latter Power through Egypt. It was pretty certain
that some of the inhabitants of the Nile valley would
sympathize, even if they abstained from active co-
operation, with the Turks. A common religion and
the traditional affinity between the two nations
afforded reasonable grounds for holding this view, and
Great Britain was well advised to take precautions in
Egypt ahead of time. A second and more immediate
menace to her position in the country came from the
presence of the Khedive in Constantinople. A de-
clared enemy of England, Abbas Hilmi, so long as he
remained cle iure ruler of Egypt, would be a potential
danger, and linked with the necessity of removing him
from the throne and selecting a successor was the
difficulty of determining the future political status of
the country, Diplomacy would have to devise means
to end the anomalous situation of Egyptians still
technically the subjects of the Ottoman Empire, and
in consequence, once war was declared, the enemies
of a Power who was actually defending their territory.
But whatever step was taken in this direction, and
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